Delayed staple penetration of the heart: transthoracic migration with late tamponade.
Most foreign bodies in the chest do their damage at the time of injury. While needle-like objects may migrate (6), delayed intrathoracic injury is rare. Delayed transthoracic penetration of the heart by a staple is reported, and is felt to be unique because acute hemopericardium resulted 30 days after the time of initial injury. The principles of recognition of pericardial tamponade, initial stabilization with periocardiocentesis, and immediate exploration are emphasized.